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I have come to the conclusion that one useless man is called a disgrace, 
that two are called a law firm, 

and that three or more become a congress. 
And by God, I have had this Congress! 

 
--- John Adams, SCENE 1 
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THE AUTHORS 
 

Peter Stone (Book writer) American screenwriter and 
librettist (born Feb. 27, 1930, Los Angeles, Calif.—died 
April 26, 2003, New York, N.Y.), was the first writer to 
win the Emmy, Oscar, and Tony awards. He won his 
first award, an Emmy, for The Defenders in the early 
1960s. His first movie script was Charade (1963); other 
notable films included Father Goose (1964), for which 
he won an Oscar for best original screenplay, Sweet 
Charity (1969), and The Taking of Pelham One Two 
Three (1974). His first Broadway success was the book 
for the 1969 musical 1776; the play won that year’s 
Tony Award for best musical. He won Tonys for his 
books for Woman of the Year in 1981 and Titanic in 

1997. He was also well regarded as a “script doctor” and was credited with rescuing the 
1983 musical My One and Only. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sherman Edwards (Composer) was so moved to write a 
musical based on our country’s Declaration of 
Independence, that he completely changed his life at age 
forty to make it happen. Edwards left his lucrative post at 
a music publishing firm in order to fully concentrate on 
writing the music and lyrics for what would become the 
smash Broadway hit 1776. After being turned down by 
many seasoned stage and screen writers, the former 
history teacher finally talked Peter Stone into writing the 
book for his musical. The collaboration proved to be a 
brilliant one as 1776 went on to win the Tony Award and 
succeeded in a three year run on Broadway. At the age of 
forty, Sherman Edwards certainly changed his life. 
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THE CHARACTERS 
 
John Adams: Delegate from Massachusetts. John is a dutiful husband. Opinionated, passionate, 
and a bit boisterous, he wears his age with pride. Starving for independence from England. 
 
Stephen Hopkins: Delegate from Rhode Island. Hopkins’ drinking has led to an appearance 
befitting of the 2nd oldest in the Continental Congress. He has a dirty old man playfulness about 
him. 
 
Roger Sherman: Delegate from Connecticut. A coffee drinker with a penchant for hyperactivity, 
He is a simple and balding cobbler. 
 
Robert Livingston: Delegate from New York. Recently a father, Livingston’s disposition has 
become one of humility and graciousness. He has changed considerably over the years. 
 
Benjamin Franklin: Delegate from Pennsylvania. Franklin is intelligent, well-traveled, and 
pleasantly cunning. A jolly and admirable fellow with whom one would desire to have a 
friendship. 
 
John Dickinson: Delegate from Pennsylvania. A thin, hawkish gentleman. He is sharp-tongued 
and a touch detestable. 
 
Col. Thomas Mckean: Delegate from Delaware. McKean is florid and likable with a charming, 
yet commanding, Scottish Brogue. 
 
Richard Henry Lee: Delegate from Virginia, Lee is a willowy aristocrat. His flamboyancy is 
intoxicating and borderline infuriating. 
 
Thomas Jefferson: Delegate from Virginia. Though noticeably tall, Jefferson is mild-mannered 
and sweet. Along with being awell-read man, he is very much in love with his wife. 
 
Edward Rutledge: Delegate from South Carolina. Despite his good looks, Rutledge is haunting 
and somewhat ominous as the youngest member of the Continental Congress. There is a serpent-
like quality to him. 
 
Abigail Adams: Loving wife to John Adams. Intelligent, quick-witted, and talented with a pen, 
Abigail is a radiant and shapely beauty. Every bit as bright as her husband. 
 
Martha Jefferson: Thomas Jefferson’s very-much-in-love wife. Her looks are striking, her 
dancing delightful, and her humor appealing. She doesn’t shy away from a good time. Joy 
radiates from her. 
 
Courier: The message runner between General Washington’s army and the Continental Congress. 
He has witnessed the hardships of war firsthand, although his innocent disposition and 
appearance may imply otherwise. 
 
Additional Members of the Continental Congress: Strong acting ability required, singing only in 
ensemble number 
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THE SONGS of 1776 
 
 

Act I 
Overture 
"Sit Down, John" – Adams and Congress 
"Piddle, Twiddle and Resolve" – Adams  
"Till Then" – Adams and Abigail 
"The Lees of Old Virginia" – Lee, Franklin and Adams 
"But, Mr. Adams" – Adams, Franklin, Jefferson, Sherman and Livingston 
"Yours, Yours, Yours" – Adams and Abigail 
"He Plays the Violin" – Martha, Franklin, and Adams 
"Cool, Cool, Considerate Men" – Dickinson and The Conservatives 
"Momma Look Sharp" – Courier, McNair and Leather Apron 
 

Act II 
"The Egg" – Franklin, Adams, Jefferson, and Congress 
"Molasses to Rum" – Rutledge 
"Compliments" – Abigail Adams 
"Is Anybody There?" – Adams and Thomson 
"Finale" 
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THE STORY 
 

Act I 
 

Scene One 
On May 8, 1776, in Philadelphia, the Second Continental Congress proceeds with its 
business. John Adams, the widely disliked delegate from Massachusetts, is frustrated 
because Congress will not vote on, or even entertain debating, any of his proposals on 
independence. The other delegates, too preoccupied by the rising heat, implore him to sit 
down. ("Sit Down, John") 
Adams' response is that Congress has done nothing for the last year but dawdle ("Piddle, 

Twiddle, and Resolve"). He reads the 
latest missive to his loving wife Abigail, 
who appears in his imagination. He asks if 
she and the other women are making 
saltpeter for the war effort, but she ignores 
him and states the women have a more 
urgent problem: no straight pins. They 
bicker about it until Adams gives in and 
they pledge their love to each other ("Till 
Then"). 
 

Scene Two 
Later that day, Adams finds delegate Benjamin Franklin 
outside. Adams bemoans the failure of his arguments for 
independence; Franklin suggests that a resolution for 
independence would have more success if proposed by 
someone else. Richard Henry Lee of Virginia enters, having 
been summoned by Franklin. The cocky Lee crows that he is 
the best man to propose the resolution. Adams has reservations, 
but Lee is convinced he cannot fail, as a member of the oldest 
and most glorious family in America: the Lees ("The Lees of 
Old Virginia"). He is prepared to ask the Virginia House of 
Burgesses to authorize him to offer a pro-independence 
resolution. 
 
Scene Three 
June 7, 1776. Franklin and Adams enter, and the delegates, along with the President of 
Congress, John Hancock, and the Secretary, Charles Thomson, take their places. Hancock 
gavels the 380th meeting of the Congress to order.  
 
The entire New Jersey delegation is absent. Thomas Jefferson, a young delegate from 
Virginia, announces that he is leaving that night to visit his wife. Soon after Hancock 
opens the floor to new resolutions, Richard Henry Lee canters into the chamber, having 
finally returned from Virginia. Lee reads his resolution, but John Dickinson of 
Pennsylvania moves to indefinitely postpone the question of independence. A vote is 
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taken; five colonies vote to debate the resolution and five vote for indefinite 
postponement; New York abstains "courteously" (which becomes a running gag 
throughout the play) and Stephen Hopkins of Rhode Island, after a momentary absence, 
votes for debate. 
 
As the debate proceeds, Caesar Rodney of 
Delaware is forced to return home due to 
poor health; Edward Rutledge of South 
Carolina moves to end the debate and 
proceed with the vote. The New Jersey 
delegation arrives with orders to support 
independence, resulting in a 6–6 split; New 
York again abstains "courteously", and 
Adams reminds Hancock, who supports 
independence, of his privilege as president 
to break ties. Dickinson then moves that any 
vote for independence must pass 
unanimously, on the grounds that "no colony [may] be torn from its mother country 
without its own consent." The vote produces the same tie, which Hancock breaks by 
unexpectedly voting for unanimity, prompting an angry outburst from Adams. Hancock 
reasons that without unanimity, any colony voting against independence would be forced 
to fight on England's side, setting brother against brother. 
 
Adams, thinking fast, calls for a postponement of the vote on independence, expressing 
the need for a declaration defining the reasons for independence. Franklin seconds 
Adams, but when asked why such a declaration should be written, both are lost for words 
until Thomas Jefferson provides them himself. The vote on postponement is called, 
producing yet another tie, with New York abstaining "courteously" yet again. Hancock 
breaks the tie by voting in favor of postponement. He appoints a committee of Adams, 
Franklin, Roger Sherman of Connecticut, Robert Livingston of New York, and Jefferson 
to draft the declaration. Hancock adjourns the session over Jefferson's complaints that he 
must go home to his wife. 
 

The five argue about who should write the 
declaration ("But, Mr. Adams"); one by 
one, each member gives a reason for being 
unable to do it, until all eyes turn to 
Jefferson. Jefferson tries to wriggle out, 
pleading that he has not seen his wife in 
six months. Adams, unmoved by 
Jefferson's arguments (as he, too, misses 
his own wife), quotes a passage of 
Jefferson's Declaration of the Causes and 
Necessity of Taking Up Arms, bluntly 

telling Jefferson that he is the best writer in Congress. Jefferson agrees to draft the 
document. 
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Scene Four 
A week later, Adams and Franklin visit Jefferson to see 
how the work is coming along. Jefferson has spent the 
week moping, prompting a sharp rebuke by Adams, 
which is flatly rebuffed by Jefferson. Finally, Jefferson is 
brightened when his beloved wife Martha enters, having 
been sent for by Adams; he and Franklin leave the young 
lovers in peace. Adams, alone, again exchanges letters 
with his wife Abigail. They pledge each other to love 
each other eternally ("Yours, Yours, Yours"). Martha 
finally appears when Franklin and Adams return the next 
morning, and the two gentlemen ask her how a man as 
silent as Jefferson won a woman as lovely as she. She 
tells them that she loves him because of his musical 
talent ("He Plays the Violin"). 
 
Scene Five 
On June 22, Congress has reconvened. By now, Adams is worrying and begins trying to 
win over some of the states, sending Thomas McKean to try to convince his Delaware 
colleague George Read and Franklin to convince Judge James Wilson of Pennsylvania, 
while himself trying to convince Samuel Chase of Maryland. 
 
After receiving a request for help from George Washington in the field, Adams requests 
Chase accompany him to inspect a continental army training ground in New Jersey, and 
Chase agrees; after the pair leave with Franklin, the remaining delegates in favor of 
independence also leave the chamber. Alone with his fellow conservatives for the first 
time, Dickinson leads them in a minuet, singing of their desire to hold onto their wealth 
("Cool, Cool Considerate Men"). During their dance, another dispatch comes from 
George Washington, warning them of British advances on Philadelphia; however, these 
warnings fall on deaf ears. 
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After the dance, the remaining delegates depart, leaving Andrew McNair (the custodian), 
the courier, and a workman in the chamber. The workman asks the courier if he has seen 
any fighting, and the courier replies that his two closest friends were killed on the same 
day at Lexington. He describes the final thoughts of a dying young man as his mother 
searches for his body ("Momma Look Sharp"). 
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Act II 
Scene Six 
Jefferson is outside the chamber as Mr. Thomson reads the declaration to Congress. 
Adams and Franklin meet him delightedly: an exhibition of shooting by the Continental 
Army has convinced Chase, and Maryland will vote in favor of independence. They 
congratulate Jefferson on his work, and Franklin compares the creation of this new 
country to the hatching of a bird ("The Egg"). This leads the trio to debate which bird 
would best represent America; Franklin argues for the turkey, and Jefferson suggests the 
dove, but Adams insists on the eagle, and the others resign themselves to that choice. 
 
Scene Seven 
On June 28, Hancock asks if there are any alterations to be offered to the Declaration of 
Independence, leading many delegates to voice suggestions. Jefferson acquiesces to each 
recommendation, much to Adams's consternation, until Dickinson demands the removal 
of a phrase calling King George a tyrant. Jefferson refuses, stating that "the King is a 
tyrant whether we say so or not. We might as well say so." When one delegate wants 
references to Parliament removed for fear of offending possible friends in that body, an 
exasperated Adams exclaims "This is a revolution, damn it! We're going to have to 
offend somebody!" 
 

Edward Rutledge of South Carolina objects to 
a clause condemning the slave trade, accusing 
the northern colonies of hypocrisy because 
they also prosper from slavery, through the 
Triangle Trade ("Molasses to Rum"); he then 
leads a walk-out with the delegates from both 
Carolinas and Georgia. The resolve of the 
other delegates is broken, and most of them 
also leave.  
 
Franklin tells Adams that the slavery clause 
has to go; when Adams argues that it must 
remain, Franklin angrily reminds him that 
independence is the primary issue and berates 
him for jeopardizing the cause. Adams' faith 

in himself is shaken, and only encouragement from Abigail, and the delivery of kegs of 
saltpeter from her and other Massachusetts ladies, bolsters his commitment. 
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Re-reading a dispatch from 
Washington, Adams, now alone in the 
chamber, echoes his words ("Is 
Anybody There?").  
 
Discouraged but determined, Adams 
declares his vision of his new country. 
Dr. Lyman Hall of Georgia 
unexpectedly returns to the chamber, 
telling Adams he is changing 
Georgia's vote from "nay" to "yea". 
 
It is now July 2. The delegates slowly return to the chamber, including the last-minute 
arrival of Caesar Rodney, Hancock calls for the vote on the Lee Resolution; Thomson 
calls on each delegation for its vote. Pennsylvania passes on the first call, but the rest of 
the northern and middle colonies (save New York, which, with some self-disgust, again 
abstains "courteously") vote "yea". When the vote reaches South Carolina, Rutledge 
again demands the removal of the slavery clause as the condition of the "yea" votes from 
the Carolinas. Franklin pleads with Adams to remove the clause, and Adams turns to 
Jefferson; Jefferson reluctantly crosses the chamber and scratches out the clause himself. 
Rutledge and the Carolinas vote "yea", as does Georgia. 

 
Pennsylvania's vote, which is the last vote needed to obtain the required unanimous 
approval, is called again; Dickinson, intending to announce a “nay” vote, declares that 

"Pennsylvania votes...", only to be 
stopped by Franklin, who asks 
Hancock to poll the members of the 
delegation individually. Franklin 
votes "yea" and Dickinson "nay", 
leaving the swing vote to Wilson, 
who normally adheres to Dickinson. 
Dickinson and Adams both vie for 
his vote, until Wilson says he doesn't 
want to be remembered as "the man 
who prevented American 
independence" and votes "yea". The 
motion is passed. 

 
Hancock suggests that no man be allowed to sit in Congress without signing the 
Declaration. Dickinson announces that he cannot in good conscience sign it, and still 
hopes for reconciliation with England; however, he resolves to join the army to fight for 
and defend the new nation. Adams leads Congress in a salute to Dickinson as he leaves 
the chamber. 
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In the book of the musical, Peter Stone referred to this famous painting (by Edward 
Savage and Robert Edge Pine) as a reference for how the actors should pose in the final 
moment of the play. 
Hancock leads the delegates in signing the Declaration but is interrupted by the courier 
with another dispatch from Washington, "Commander of the Army of the United 
Colonies ... of the United States of America." He reports that preparations for the Battle 
of New York are under way but expresses concern about America's badly outnumbered 
and under-trained troops. Washington's note to Lewis Morris that his estates have been 
destroyed, but that his family has been taken to safety, emboldens Morris to state that he 
will sign the Declaration, despite the lack of instructions from the New York legislature, 
saying, "To hell with New York. I'll sign it anyway." New York's vote is moved into the 
"yea" column. 
 
On the evening of July 4, McNair rings the Liberty Bell in the background as Thomson 
calls each delegate to sign the Declaration. The delegates freeze in position as the Liberty 
Bell rings to a fevered pitch. 
 
 

 

The End 
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The Founding Fathers….as Women? 
 

 
 1776 is a show with a lot of male roles and very few female roles, only two.  
Many amateur and community threatres have the opposite problem: an abundance of 
women auditioning, and not enough men. This production of 1776 makes the decision to 
cast the production using only women. This production also celebrates the 100th 
anniversary of women’s suffrage.  The Civic is hardly the first theatre to come up with 
this solution.  
 
Music theatre international, which licenses productions of 1776, reports the following: 
 
Last summer Playbill.com reported an exciting new twist on one of MTI’s shows – an all-
female cast of 1776! (Read the article here, and the original Marquee blog post about it 
here). In the article, Keith Edwards, son of the show’s composer/lyricist, the late 
Sherman Edwards, remarked that he hoped that that concert reading production at 
Musical Theater Heritage in Kansas City, MO would open the show up to other theaters 
that didn’t have the number of male of actors required to produce the show 
conventionally. With next summer and the 4th of July approaching, it seems appropriate 
to revisit the value of producing this show with an all-female cast, especially at this 
particular moment in history. 
 
The reasons to produce 1776 as a show are numerous, traditional casting or not. Peter 
Stone’s book is lauded by many as being one of the best books for a musical ever written, 
which is quite an accomplishment. The show puts a human face on a story that most 
Americans feel they know well, but often only on a superficial, distant, historical level. 
Full of comedy and engaging characters, not to mention a score with more than one 
memorable tune, it’s not surprising that theaters are looking for ways to make it more 
producible – but what about doing an all female version, specifically, is so resonant for 
this show? 
 
There’s no question that women in 2011 have significantly more opportunities than our 
1776 counterparts, and we’ve made gains in civil rights and equality even since the 
original production of the show in 1969. However, we still can’t say that there is the kind 
of equality in the United States that the ideals set forward in the Declaration of 
Independence and Bill of Rights suggest that we as a nation strive for.  For example, in 
the current 112th Congress out of 100 senators, only 17 are women, and out of 435 
representatives, just 75 are women. These numbers are just some of many similar 
statistics that indicate a gap in parity between men and women in the contemporary U.S. 
–the gender gap in salaries, the ratio of men to women who are CEOs, and the challenges 
associated with women finding affordable health care are all issues that have made recent 
headlines. In light of how far women have come and how far we have to go, presenting 
an all-female version of 1776 is an exciting opportunity. This nontraditional spin on the 
musical connects women to a legacy of American idealism and freedom from which we 
have too often been disenfranchised.  By casting women actors in the iconic roles of John 
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Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson, 1776 the musical becomes a link 
between what America is and what it aspires to be 
 

An all-female version of 1776 certainly isn’t a cure-all for the challenges faced by 
women today, nor does it do anything to change the practical impact of the numbers I 
cited before. However, one of the great things about theater is that musicals can help us 
see the world from a different viewpoint, and that new perspective may in turn allow us 
to make practical changes. Taking the story of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, a story that is familiar and very traditionally associated with a certain 
group of powerful men and opening it up to include women creates a space to think about 
and talk about how women fit into the vision expressed in the text and the history of 
1776. This new approach to the show has the potential introduce the show to many new 
actors and audiences, just as Keith Edwards hopes it will, and though the casting may not 
be reflective of the original piece, the spirit certainly is.” 
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Historical Inaccuracies: An Enjoyable “What if:” 
But don’t use the info in this show to write a term-paper 

 
Because Congress was held in secrecy and there are no contemporary records on 

the debate over the Declaration of Independence, the authors of the play created the 
narrative based on later accounts and educated guesses, inventing scenes and dialogue as 
needed for storytelling purposes. Some of the dialogue was taken from words written, 
often years or even decades later, by the actual people involved, and rearranged for 
dramatic effect. Among the various historical and dramatic licenses, Wikipedia notes and 
sources all the following: 

 
The central departure from history is that the separation from Great Britain was 

accomplished in two steps: the actual vote for independence came on July 2 with the 
approval of Lee's resolution of independence. The wording of the Declaration of 
Independence—the statement to the world as to the reasons necessitating the split—was 
then debated for three days before being approved on July 4. The vote for independence 
did not hinge on some passages being removed from the Declaration, as implied in the 
play, since Congress had already voted in favor of independence before debating the 
Declaration. For the sake of drama, the play's authors combined the two events.[20] In 
addition, some historians believe that the Declaration was not signed on July 4, as shown 
in 1776, but was instead signed on August 2, 1776. The authors of 1776 had the delegates 
sign the Declaration on July 4 for dramatic reasons. 

 
Of the four principal characters, the musical also notably focuses on Jefferson's 

wife, Martha, and Adams' wife, Abigail, but omits Dickinson's wife, Mary Norris, who 
was actually in Philadelphia at the time, unlike the other wives, and had a different 
perspective than the other wives. Franklin's common-law wife, Deborah Read, was 
deceased at this point, and his mistresses are not depicted, although he does mention a 
"Rendez-vous" he has to attend to. 

 
Many characters in 1776 differ from their historical counterparts. Central to the 

drama is the depiction of John Adams as "obnoxious and disliked". According to 
biographer David McCullough, however, Adams was one of the most respected members 
of Congress in 1776. Adams' often-quoted description of himself in Congress as 
"obnoxious, suspected, and unpopular" is from a letter written 46 years later, in 1822, 
after his unpopular presidency had likely colored his view of the past. According to 
McCullough, no delegate described Adams as obnoxious in 1776.  Historian Garry Wills 
earlier made a similar argument, writing that "historians relay John Adams's memories 
without sufficient skepticism", and that it was Dickinson, not Adams, who was 
advocating an unpopular position in 1776. 

 
Dickinson, who refused to sign Adams' and Jefferson's declaration based on 

"rights of man" and "natural law", was seeking to avoid reopening issues from the 
English Civil Wars, including Oliver Cromwell's Puritan regime, and the Jacobitism 
cause. In 1689, these issues had been definitively resolved in the Glorious Revolution and 
the constitutionalization of the English Bill of Rights based in "rights and responsibilities 
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of person"; the word "man" is not used except in the context of treason. The last Jacobite 
rebellion, seeking to re-establish Catholicism and the religious concept of "natural law", 
had only just happened in 1745, however. None of this background of Dickinson's 
position is depicted. (Dickinson would later draft the Articles of Confederation, a 
codification of the Continental Congress system that governed the United States until the 
present United States Constitution supplanted it; the Articles draw upon the "rights and 
responsibilities of person" language.) 

 
For practical and dramatic purposes, the play does not depict all of the more than 

50 members of Congress who were present at the time. The John Adams of the play is, in 
part, a composite character, combining the real Adams with his cousin Samuel Adams, 
who was in Congress at the time but is not depicted in the play (though he is mentioned).  
Although the play depicts Caesar Rodney as an elderly man near death from skin cancer 
(which would eventually kill him), he was just 47 at the time and continued to be very 
active in the Revolution after signing the Declaration. He was not absent from the voting 
because of health; however, the play is accurate in having him arrive "in the nick of 
time", having ridden 80 miles the night before (an event depicted on Delaware's 1999 
State Quarter). In the play, Richard Henry Lee announces that he is returning to Virginia 
to serve as governor. He was never governor; his cousin Henry Lee III (who is 
anachronistically called "General 'Lighthorse' Harry Lee", a rank and nickname earned 
later) did eventually become governor and would also become the father of Confederate 
General Robert E. Lee. John Adams was also depicted in the play and the film as 
disliking Richard Henry Lee. That is not the case as, according to David McCullough, 
Adams expressed nothing but "respect and admiration for the tall, masterly Virginian." 
He did, however, contrary to what was portrayed in the play and the film, dislike 
Benjamin Franklin. Martha Jefferson never traveled to Philadelphia to be with her 
husband. In fact, she was extremely ill during the summer of 1776, having just endured a 
miscarriage. The play's authors invented the scene "to show something of the young 
Jefferson's life without destroying the unity of setting."  James Wilson was not the 
indecisive milquetoast depicted in the play. The real Wilson, who was not yet a judge in 
1776, had been cautious about supporting independence at an earlier date, but he 
supported the resolution of independence when it came up for a vote. Pennsylvania's 
deciding swing vote was actually cast by John Morton, who is not depicted in the 
musical. 

 
The quote attributed to Edmund Burke by Dr. Lyman Hall in a key scene with 

John Adams is a paraphrase of a real quote by Burke. 
 
The song "Cool Considerate Men" is anachronistic because the terms "right" and 

"left" in politics were not in use until the French Revolution of 1789. John Dickinson, 
who is portrayed as an antagonist here, was motivated mainly by his Quaker roots and his 
respect for the British Constitution, having lived in England for 3 years in the 1750s.  He 
was no wealthier than some members of the pro-Independence faction, and freed his 
slaves in 1777. Thomas Jefferson wrote that "his name will be consecrated in history as 
one of the great worthies of the revolution". 
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The musical also deviates from history in its portrayal of attitudes about slavery. 
In 1776, after a dramatic debate over slavery, the southern delegates walk out in protest 
of the Declaration's reference to the slave trade, and only support independence when that 
language is removed from the Declaration. The walkout is fictional, and apparently most 
delegates, northern and southern, supported the deletion of the clause. 

 
The musical claims that Edward Rutledge led the opposition to the supposedly 

anti-slavery clause in the original draft of the Declaration. This is inaccurate on two 
counts. First, the musical does not mention the motivation of the clause, namely the fact 
that, following Lord Dunmore's Proclamation, England was granting freedom to runaway 
slaves who joined its army.   Second, Rutledge's leadership against the clause is 
completely fictional. According to Jefferson, the clause was opposed by South Carolina 
and Georgia, plus unspecified "northern brethren"; that is the limit of known information 
about opposition to the clause. 

 
Thomas Jefferson is depicted as saying that he has resolved to free his slaves, 

something he did not do, except for a few slaves freed after his death 50 years later. 
Franklin claims that he is the founder of an abolitionist organization, but the real Franklin 
did not become an active abolitionist until after the American Revolution, becoming 
president of the Pennsylvania Abolition Society in 1785. 

 
James Wilson is portrayed as subordinating himself to Dickinson's opposition to 

independence, only changing his vote so that he would not be remembered unfavorably. 
In fact, Wilson was considered one of the leading thinkers behind the American cause, 
consistently supporting and arguing for independence, although he would not cast his 
vote until his district had been caucused. 

 
The phrase "We are about to brave the storm in a skiff made of paper", placed in 

the mouth of John Hancock, was actually stated by John Dickinson ("Others strenuously 
assert...we ought to brave the Storm in a Skiff made of Paper.") in his arguments against 
independence. 

 
In both the play and the film, John Adams sarcastically predicts that Benjamin 

Franklin will receive from posterity too great a share of credit for the Revolution. 
"Franklin smote the ground and out sprang—George Washington. Fully grown, and on 
his horse. Franklin then electrified them with his magnificent lightning rod and the three 
of them—Franklin, Washington, and the horse—conducted the entire Revolution all by 
themselves." Adams did make a similar comment about Franklin in April 1790, just after 
Franklin's death, although the mention of the horse was a humorous twist added by the 
authors of the musical. 
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1776 - REVIEW QUESTIONS 
 
 
 

NAME:________________________________ DATE:_______________ 
 
I.  Character Identification: Directions - Read the description on the left,then match them 

with the character on the right.  Place the letter of the description on the correct line 
next to the Character. Every answer is used once.  

 
_____ 1. He is president of congress.     A. John Dickinson 

      
_____ 2. He founded the first anti-slavery    B. Edward Rutledge 
    society. 
         C. John Hancock 
_____ 3. He has a deep loyalty to England.      
         D. John Adams 
_____ 4. He is dying of cancer.      
           E. Caesar Rodney 
_____ 5. He is against freeing slaves.    

        F. Benjamin Franklin 
_____ 6. His wife lives in Massachusetts.  

   G. James Wilson 
_____ 7. He makes the final vote for independency.       

      
II.  Multiple Choice:  Select the best answer and place the letter on the line provided. 
 
_____ 8. Who is the member of congress most opposed to independence?  

a.  James Wilson 
b.  Thomas Jefferson 

  c.   John Dickinson 
  d.   Caesar Rodney 
 
_____  9. Whose wife pays him a visit while during the drafting of the declaration? 

a.  Thomas Jefferson 
b.  John Adams 
c.  Benjamin Franklin 
d.  John Hancock 

 
_____ 10. What member of congress is the biggest advocate for independence? 

a.  John Dickinson 
b.  James Wilson 
c.  John Hancock 
d.  John Adams 
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11. What member of congress is opposed to independence because of the clause 
to abolish slavery? 

a.  Thomas Jefferson 
b.  Benjamin Franklin 
c.  James Wilson 
d.  Edward Rutledge 

 
_____ 12. Whose signature is the largest on the declaration? 

a.  John Adams 
b.  John Hancock 
c.  Thomas Jefferson 
d.  Benjamin Franklin 

 
III. Written questions; please write out in sentence form. 
 
14. Explain why South Carolina delegate Edward Rutledge is opposed to the Declaration 
of Independence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. Why does James Wilson finally vote favorably for independence? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ESSAY 
 
 

Many historical events were shuffled around and/or changed in the creation of 1776.  
Compare and contrast 1776 with other “historical” musicals, like “Evita” or “Fiorello!”  
Does this happen frequently? Why or why not? 
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1776 - ANSWER KEY 
 
 

 
I.  Character Identification: 
 
1. C 
2. F  
3. A 
4. E 
5. B 
6. D 
7. G 
 
II.  Multiple Choice: 
 
  8. C 
  9. A 
10. D 
11. D 
12. B 
 
III. Written Questions: 
 
14. Edward Rutledge opposes the declaration for one reason. He deeply resents the clause 

stating that all men should be free, including slaves. He feels that the clause is an 
insult to his way of life and his beloved south. He also states that the abolishment of 
slaves would be very harmful to the economy. 

 
15. Until the very end, James Wilson is very much on the side of fellow Pennsylvanian 

delegate, Jon Dickinson. It is not until the final vote is taken that Wilson wavers in his 
stand on independency. Benjamin Franklin points out to him that the entire issue of 
America’s separation from England rests on his shoulders. Wilson states that he does 
not want to be remembered for sinking the Declaration of Independence. He votes, 
“yea.”   
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