
FORT WAYNE CIVIC THEATRE - AUDITIONS 

.The Shawshank Redemption 
Director-Leslie Beauchamp, Stage Manager-Brittney Koza 

 

The Shawshank Redemption – February 6-15, 2026, at the Arts United Center – RATED R Drama 

A moving story of courage, friendship, and hope, The Shawshank Redemption revolves around Andy Dufresne, 

who is convicted of murdering his wife and her lover and sent to the notorious Shawshank Prison to serve two 

life sentences. Stripped of his life, family, and freedom, he is forced to endure a spirit-crushing routine. But 

with his quiet strength and inner bravery there is one thing that Andy never loses - hope. Based on the novella 

by Stephen King, The Shawshank Redemption brings the story of resilience made famous by the acclaimed film 

to the stage. 

 

AUDITIONS: Sunday, November 16th at Civic Theatre, 1940 Bluffton Rd., 46809  

TIME: 2:00 p.m. (arrive by 1:45 p.m.)  Actors should be prepared to read scenes from the text. 

CALL BACKS:  Only if needed on Monday, November 17th at 7pm 

 

MUST SIGN UP: You must attend auditions on Sunday, November 16th at 2pm.  Please sign up by 

November 14th.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4DA9AA23AAFB6-59474384-theshawshank 

 

AUDITION FORM & PHOTO: Please complete the audition form, which you can find where you sign up or 

at fwcivic.org and bring it with you to the audition.  Please email your headshot photo/selfie by November 14th 

to Gavin: gdrew@fwcivic.org.  It is very important that we have a list of ALL CONFLICTS at the time of 

the audition.   

 

REHEARSALS:  Mon.-Fri., January 5th – 30th (7:00-10:00 pm) 

   Sunday rehearsals on January 11th, 18th, and 25th (2:00-5:00 pm) 

TECH REH:  Sunday, February 1st (12noon – 5pm/6pm-11pm) 

DRESS REH:   Monday-Thursday, February 2nd – 5th (6:00-11:00 pm) 

OPENING NIGHT: Friday, February 6th (6:30pm Call/7:30 Curtain) 

PERFORMANCES: February 7th, 8th, 13th, 14th, and 15th, 

Fri. & Sat. Evenings Perfs. (6:30pm Call/7:30 pm Curtain), and  

Sunday Matinees Perfs. (1:00pm Call/2:00pm Curtain) 

Brush Up Rehearsal:  Thurs., February 12th (6:30 Call in West Rehearsal Hall) 

STRIKE:     After the last perf. Pizza/Striking the set. 

 

AUDITION REQUIREMENTS: You must be age 21 or older to audition.  Auditions will consist of 

selections from the script. With the exception of Red, roles are open to all races and ethnicities.  All actors must 

be strong dramatically and possess strong memorization skills.  

 

ROLES TO BE FILLED:  

**All characters are male and must be clean shaven for performances and publicity photos (prisons frown on 

facial hair!) Note that this show is an intense, dramatic production that is largely true to both the novella and 

film adaptation and therefore includes substantial language and depictions of prison life including assault and 

sexual violence between inmates. Ages are as listed in the script, but are somewhat negotiable in many areas. 

Warnings about adult language and intense themes will be included in all advertising.**  

 

Andy Dufresne (30-35)  

Andy Dufresne is a man of quiet dignity and intelligence. Often seen as a "fish out of water" in Shawshank, his 

calm demeanor and clean-cut appearance set him apart. Despite enduring brutality and injustice, Andy retains 

his humanity and dignity. His character symbolizes hope and resilience as he navigates the prison's harsh 

environment, ultimately outsmarting the corrupt system and escaping. Andy's friendship with Red and his 

mailto:gdrew@fwcivic.org


journey highlight themes of redemption, trust, and the enduring human spirit.  Note: Andy enters naked with 

modest safety wear on and covers genitals with their bundles of prison clothes (implied nudity).  

 

“Red,” Ellis Boyd Redding (40-45) *Seeking African-American actor for this role* 

Red is the seasoned inmate who serves as the narrator, providing insight into the harsh realities of prison life. 

With a background as a salesman and a tragic past, Red initially embodies cynicism and survival instinct. His 

charm and resourcefulness make him the "guy who can get things" inside Shawshank. Through his friendship 

with Andy, Red's perspective shifts, allowing him to believe in the possibility of a better future. His eventual 

parole and reunion with Andy underscore themes of hope, redemption, and the transformative power of 

friendship.  

 

Warden Gregory Stammas (40-50)  

Warden Stammas is a cruel and corrupt figure, embodying the abuse of power within Shawshank. With a 

history of unethical behavior and a ruthless approach to maintaining control, he exploits the inmates for 

personal gain. His downfall comes from underestimating Andy's intelligence and resilience. Stammas represents 

the moral decay and injustice inherent in the prison system, serving as a foil to Andy's ingenuity and 

determination.  

 

Bryan Hadley (40-45)  

Hadley is the head prison guard, known for his brutality and lack of subtlety. He maintains control through fear 

and violence, embodying the physical cruelty of the prison environment. Despite his harsh exterior, he becomes 

entangled in Andy's financial schemes, revealing a pragmatic side. Hadley's character highlights the complex 

dynamics of power and the dehumanizing effects of institutionalization.  

 

Bogs Diamond (35-40)  

Bogs Diamond is a formidable and feared inmate, known for his violent tendencies and keen intelligence. As 

the leader of the prison gang known as the "Sisters," he poses a significant threat to Andy. Bogs' interactions 

with Andy highlight the constant danger and power struggles within Shawshank. His character represents the 

internal threats inmates face, adding tension and conflict to the story.  

 

“Brooksie,” Brooks Hatlen (65-70)  

Brooksie is an elderly inmate who has been incarcerated in Shawshank since the 1920s. Once a college-

educated man with a degree in animal husbandry, his downfall came through a gambling addiction that led to 

the murder of his wife and daughter in a drunken rage. Brooksie became a model prisoner, running the prison 

library trolley, which gave him a sense of identity and purpose. When he is eventually paroled, he struggles to 

adapt to life outside the prison, feeling lost and disconnected after decades behind bars. Brooksie's tragic story 

illustrates the devastating effects of long-term incarceration and the difficulty of reintegration into society, 

highlighting themes of institutionalization and the loss of personal identity. His fate serves as a poignant 

counterpoint to Andy's hope and Red's eventual redemption.  

 

Mert Entwistle (35-40) 

Mert Entwistle is a prison guard who follows in the shadow of the more dominant Hadley. Known for his 

compliance and occasional acts of kindness, Entwistle is a complex figure who sometimes tries to emulate 

Hadley's toughness but often falls short. His moments of compassion add depth to the story, highlighting the 

human element within the harsh prison environment.  

 

Rooster Coogan (25-45)  

Rooster Coogan is a dangerous and conflicted inmate, serving two life sentences for a violent crime. Hailing 

from a troubled background, Rooster is both a feared figure and a product of the brutal prison system. His 

character reflects the complex dynamics of survival and the darker aspects of prison life. Rooster's relationship 

with other inmates, particularly Bogs, reveals the power hierarchies and the struggle for dominance within 

Shawshank. Rooster often appears to be having a devilishly fun time, whether he is hanging out with his fellow 

inmates or brutalizing his fellow inmates.  



 

Paul “Rico” Rodriguez (35-40)  

Rico is a troubled and pious inmate, originally from Detroit, with a Portuguese background. With a bipolar 

disorder and a tragic past, he has found solace in religion. Despite his violent crime, Rico's character is marked 

by his naïveté and sexual repression. His journey highlights the psychological struggles faced by many inmates 

and the ways in which they cope with their circumstances.  Note: Rico enters naked with modest safety wear 

on and covers genitals with their bundles of prison clothes (implied nudity).  

 

Tommy Williams (20-25)  

Tommy Williams is the youngest inmate in Shawshank, characterized by his youthful energy and desire for 

redemption. Raised in foster care and with a history of car theft, Tommy's good heart and determination to 

improve himself make him a sympathetic figure. Andy becomes a mentor to him, helping him with his studies. 

Tommy's story underscores themes of transformation and the impact of mentorship within the prison system.  

 

Jordan Dawkins (35-40) 

Dawkins is a tough and violent inmate with a short fuse, serving a life sentence for murder. His background in 

organized crime and gambling addiction define his character. Despite his violent tendencies, Dawkins can be 

seen as an "ordinary decent criminal" who struggles with his vices. His interactions with other inmates and his 

obsession with gambling add to the narrative's exploration of prison life and the coping mechanisms of its 

inhabitants.  

 

Pinky (25-35)  

Pinky is a minor character and one of the "Sisters," involved in scenes of sexual violence. His character allows 

for flexibility in portrayal, offering an opportunity to explore the darker aspects of prison life and the predatory 

behaviors that exist within Shawshank. Pinky's interactions with other inmates contribute to the tension and 

danger present in the story.  Note: Pinky enters naked with modest safety wear on and covers genitals with 

their bundles of prison clothes (implied nudity).  
 

If you would like to serve on the backstage crew or wardrobe for this production,  

please email Ashley Brassell: abrassell@fwcivic.org 
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